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INSURRECTION 


As Democrats win the Senate, a violent mob incited by Trump 
storms the Capitol and delays certification of Biden’s victory 
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J. Scott Applewhite / Associated Press 


Law enforcement officers with guns drawn confront protesters who attempted to break into the House chamber in the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 


Terror: State’s 
representatives 
hide, flee rioters 
and explosions 


By Tal Kopan 


WASHINGTON — As riot- 
ers seeking to install President 
Trump ina second term con- 
trary to November's election 
results breached the Capitol 
building, California's lawmak- 
ers were spread throughout the 
complex. 

They were told to draw the 
curtains and stay away from the 
windows. They were urged to 
remove the lapel pins that iden- 
tify them as members of Con- 
gress. They could hear un- 
identified explosions and the 
din of a mob outside. 

“Lm sickened. This is not our 
country,” said Rep. Jared Huff- 
man, D-San Rafael, who was in 
his office, frantically trying to 
find out what was going on as 
“constant sirens” blared out- 
side. 

When the pro-Trump mob 
broke through police lines and 
breached the Capitol, Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, 
and GOP leader Kevin McCar- 
thy, R-Bakersfield, were quickly 
escorted off the House floor to 
safety. Democratic Reps. Eric 
Swalwell of Dublin, Scott Peters 
of San Diego, Jimmy Gomez of 
Los Angeles and Pete Aguilar 
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Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo., comforts Rep. Susan Wild, D-Pa., while taking cover as protesters 
disrupt the joint session of Congress to certify the Electoral College vote on Wednesday. 


More coverage 


» Local reaction: Bay Area residents express fear 
and horror over the Capitol takeover, and many 
want President Trump held accountable. A7 


» Quotes: What political leaders and pundits are 


saying about the incidents in Washington. 


A8-9 


» Potential charges: Whatever crimes were per- 
petrated by the rioters who stormed the U.S. Capi- 
tol, Trump could, in theory at least, be charged with 


inciting the mob. 


A10 


» Twitter acts: Three tweets by Trump are yanked, 


and his account is temporarily locked. 


A10 


» Timeline: How a day of political theater and 


chaos played out in Washington. 


A10- 


» Double standard? Some complain police 
showed more restraint against mostly white rioters 
Wednesday than at Black Lives Matter protests. ATI 


» Editorial: The president incited an attack on U.S. 


democracy. He needs to go. Now. 


A12 


Keep up to date: The events at the U.S. Capitol have been changing rapidly. Get the latest devel- 
opments on the news in Washington at sfchronicle.com. 


Deadly riot: As 
lawmakers run, 
4 fatalities amid 
frenzied scene 


By Nicholas Fandos and 
Emily Cochrane 


WASHINGTON — Congress 
moved late Wednesday toward 
confirming President-elect Joe 
Biden’s victory after a mob 
urged on by President Trump 
stormed and occupied the Capi- 
tol, disrupting the final elector- 
alcountin a shocking display of 
violence that shook the core of 
American democracy. 

There was no parallel in 
modern U.S. history, with in- 
surgents acting in the presi- 
dent’s name vandalizing Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi's office, smash- 
ing windows, looting art and 
briefly taking control of the 
Senate chamber, where they 
took turns posing for pho- 
tographs with fists up on the 
dais where Vice President Mike 
Pence had just presided. Out- 
side the building, they erected a 
gallows, punctured the tires of 
a police SUV and left a note on 
its windshield saying, “PELOSI 
ISSATAN.” 

A woman, reportedly one of 
the insurgents, was shot and 
killed by police during the riot, 
officials said, and three others 
died from “medical emergen- 
cies.” 


Capitol continues on A8 


Senate control: How Democrats’ ascent 
will affect California, starting with cash 


By Joe Garofoli 


When sanity returns to 
Washington and Donald 
‘Trump's insurrectionists are 
defeated, Democrats will con- 
trol the Senate along with the 
House and White House — 
which could lead to new fi- 
nancial help for California 
governments and Californians. 

Although it’s unclear how 
the riots that temporarily pre- 
vented Congress from con- 
firming Joe Biden's victory as 


» Ossoff, 
Warnock win: 
The two Dem- 
ocratic candi- 
dates are 
projected to 
have defeated 
their GOP 
runoff foes, 
sealing their 
party's Geor- 
gia sweep and 
giving Demo- 
crats control 
of the Senate. 
A6 


president Wednesday will play 
out in the long run, it’s clear 
that Democrats will have more 
ability to pass legislation than 
at any time since Barack Oba- 
ma’s first term. 

That was ensured Wednes- 
day when it became clear that 
Democrat Jon Ossoff had de- 
feated Republican David Per- 
due in Tuesday's Senate runoff 
elections in Georgia. He joined 
the Rev. Raphael Warnock, 
who defeated Repub- 
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Enablers: State’s Republicans 
rarely challenged Trump lies 


Responsibility for the ex- 
tremist mob that overran Con- 
gress belongs to every Repub- 
lican officeholder who sup- 
ported Donald 


Bakersfield, one of Trump's 
most reliable allies for the last 
four years, who was complicit. 
He signed onto a lawsuit that 
sought to over- 


Trump’sattempt JOE GAROFOLI tem results in 


to invalidate the 
results of a fair 
election — a list that includes a 
dismaying number of Repub- 
licans from California, where 
nearly two-thirds of voters 
opposed him. 

It wasn't just House Repub- 
lican leader Kevin McCarthy of 


It’s All Political 


four states that 
Trump lost to 
President-elect Joe Biden — 
but so did Reps. Doug LaMalfa 
of Butte County, Ken Calvert of 
Riverside County and Tom 
McClintock of Sacramento 
County, back-benchers who 
Garofoli continues on A11 


